Professional development Seminar on the Scholarship of University Learning
Interested in improving your research record? Passionate about teaching? Want to position yourself to apply for one of the Awards for the Scholarship of Teaching? or improve your portfolio for the next promotion round? or simply curious about that nexus between research and teaching?
Come to the first seminar of the annual series of seminars organised by the Deans Academic Development. This one's being organised by Business and we are delighted to have the opportunity for Assoc Professor Carol Johnston, Director, Teaching and Learning Unit, Faculty of Economics and Commerce at The University of Melbourne to talk to us about strategies to introduce undergraduate students to research and linking research and teaching.
We will provide a light sandwich lunch so please advise Dora Poulakis if you would like to attend (dora.poulakis@rmit.edu. au).
Date Thursday 16 March 2006
Time 12-1.30pm Place Bldg 108, Bourke Street, Level 10, Room 7
The way we organise our social life is undergoing a basic transformation. Without actually understanding this shift John Howard does respond to it, and that gives him a short-term political advantage. As people come to realise what is at stake his credibility will undergo a sharp decline.
'Globalisation and the Nation' -Paul James Wednesday 26 April 2006
Why does the process of globalisation so often fall outside the understanding of most people, as well as that of elected governments? How might we come to understand it better, and act to limit or redirect its effects?
The Politics of Ageing in the United States: Implications for Australia Monday 10 April, 3.30 -5.00 pm The twin phrases "Ageing Australia" and "The Greying of America" are much on the tongues of political pundits and policymakers in both nations these days. Yet, while this demographic trend is both indisputable and unprecedented, its meaning and significance remain open to question. Ideology and politics loom behind the spectre of "apocalyptic demography" found in much contemporary commentary. Such agendas need to be acknowledged as policy responses to population ageing are formulated. more >> The academic stream of the conference will explore the contemporary contexts of community development, particularly the ways in which the concept of risk society influences community development practice today. The grassroots stream will discuss how community development works through creative risk-taking, promotion of mutual support and collaborative action for sustainability. more >> This conference will bring together researchers and practitioners, from both developed and developing countries,to analyze the causes and consequences of health deprivation and inequality,to examine patterns and trends in these outcomes, to evaluate alternative policy options, and to identify future research directions. more >>
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Common Ground Conferences
Common Ground host a number of conferences each year in the Humanities, Education, Sustainability, Cultural Diversity, Publishing, Technology, and Management.
You'll find a listing of Globalism-supported CG Conferences at http://www.CommonGroundConferences.com.
Main speakers, parallel sessions are regularly updated, which you can mine for news.
Common Ground now have Newsletter co-ordinators blogging on each of its journal sites (and each conference has a journal attached). Take the journal -> weblog links at http://www.CommonGroundPublishing.com.
To submit details of your event or to update your details please email globalism@rmit.edu.au.
If you do not wish to receive a copy of the Globalism Institute Bulletin please email globalism@rmit.edu.au with the word 'Unsubscribe' in the subject field. In this book you will hear immigrants' voices as they share with us their life stories, their migration experiences and citizenship decisions. In telling these stories they show that the very processes of migration and settlement in a new country, including decisions about citizenship, inevitably bring to the fore important issues of 'group identity'. This process seems to require of most immigrants an on-going reevaluation and re-alignment of their often dynamic and often continuously evolving relationships to the range of national, ethnic, religious or other markers of collective identity available to them.
The book opens with an historical overview of immigration and citizenship in Australia, as well as a discussion of the different concepts of collective identity which are to be found throughout the book. We then hear the voices of seven immigrants as they tell in vivid, and often poignant, detail their life stories and migration experiences. '…I came with one suitcase in this country and I worked very hard, I struggled in the beginning but I got (there)' says Karim from Pakistan.
What follows is an extended presentation and discussion of the many and varied views immigrants hold of their identity during and after their move from their country of origin to Australia. 'Your genes belong to your country' says Lech from Poland while Christine from New Zealand says 'I suppose I'm a chameleon…I can be whatever I want to be.' These two definitions of collective identity and the many variations on them form the core of this book. The exploration of these issues provides valuable insights into the many and varied patterns that immigrant group identity takes on and illustrates how it often emerges as pluralistic rather than unitary. As Pan from Hong Kong observes about his own sense of identity: 'Oh it probably get divided into three sections. In the morning is more Vietnamese and afternoon more Australian and night time it's Hong Kong'.
The final section examines immigrants' views of citizenship and the reasons they give for choosing whether or not to take up Australian citizenship. Here we see a divergence of pragmatic and idealistic motivations: 'If I can survive without being a citizen of this country why not?' says Das from India. On the other hand, Elise from Algeria believes that becoming an Australian citizen means 'being more part of the community.' In December 2001, the Australian 'Taliban fighter' David Hicks was captured by the Northern Alliance in Afghanistan. Hicks was subsequently transferred to Guantanamo Bay by the US military, where he has remained for five years awaiting a military commission trial that has been roundly condemned for its partisan approach to justice.
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David Hicks' imprisonment as an alleged 'terrorist' saw him branded by both government officials and the media as a 'rat in the ranks': a traitor to Australia's role in the Coalition of the Willing and the embodiment of Australia's 'new' insecurity about the threat in 'our own backyards'. Indeed, governmental response to Hicks' imprisonment has focussed on themes of 'otherness', where the allegations of Hicks' terrorist actions have served as legitimation for the apparent circumvention of his legal and civil rights. Nonetheless, media reportage has become increasingly ambivalent towards both US and Australian approaches to justice, allowing more discursive space for dissenting viewpoints in the public arena.
By analysing various representations of Hicks by Australian governmental authorities and newspaper media, this paper examines the discourse of the 'terrorist threat' in an age of insecurity and how this discourse manipulates traditional understandings of citizenship and justice.
Speaker Bio-note:
Diana Bossio is a second year PhD student in Applied Communication at RMIT. Her thesis explores newspaper media reportage of governmental responses to 'post-September 11 insecurity'. Those wishing to present a paper should send a detailed abstract or a full draft of the paper (strongly preferred). Others wishing to attend, but not present a paper, should briefly explain their reason for interest in the conference topics. All applicants should submit a short CV, including their full contact address, institutional affiliation, relevant publications and professional experience, nationality, age and gender.
All applications must be received by 15 May 2006 by email to health06@wider.unu.edu <mailto:aid-1@wider.unu.edu> or by fax to +358-9-615-99-333.
Funding
There is no conference fee. Travel and accommodation costs will be covered for selected conference participants subject to UN procedures. Preference will be given to funding participants from developing and transition countries, with an emphasis on policymakers and those from universities and research institutes.
Conference language
The conference is held in English (simultaneous translation will not be available).
World Institute for Development Economics Research of the United Nations University (UNU-WIDER) was established in 1985. The institute undertakes multidisciplinary research and policy analysis on structural changes affecting the living conditions of the world's poorest people; provides a forum for professional interaction and the advocacy of policies leading to robust, equitable and environmentally sustainable growth; and promotes capacity strengthening and training for scholars and government officials
